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SUBJECT: PORT SECURITY: CZECHOSLOVAK VESSEL " VITKOVICE" 
REF: STATE 52973 

1 . CONSIDERATIONS OTHER THAN NATIONAL SECURITY AND 
US- CZECHOSLOVAK RELATIONS ARE INVOLVED IN THIS CASE. 

AS WE REPORTED IN PRAGUE 566, " VITKOVICE" WISHES TO 
CALL AT MOBILE TODAY, MARCH 23, TO UNLOAD IRON ORE. 
MINISTRY TELLS US PREVIOUS PORT OF CALL IS SEVEN 
ISLANDS, CANADA. IT APPEARS THAT THIS 
CZECHOSLOVAK VESSEL IS TRANSPORTING CANADIAN IRON 
ORE TO US UNDER CHARTER. IN ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC 
NATIONAL SECURITY CONSIDERATIONS, WHICH ARE NOT 
MENTIONED IN STATE REFTEL, TO FORCE " VITKOVICE" 

TO LIE AT ANCHOR OFF MOBILE UNTIL MARCH 28 WHEN 
FOURTEEN 

- DAY NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT IS MET 

WOULD NOT SEEM TO ADVANCE OUR ECONOMIC INTERESTS. 

2. CENTRAL POINT IS THAT " VITKOVICE' S” SPECIFIC 
MOVEMENTS IN PRESENT CASE DEPEND PRINCIPALLY ON 
ORDERS FROM WESTERN CHARTERER. FORCING DELAY IN 
MOBILE CALL WILL AFFECT CHARTERER MUCH MORE THAN 
CZECHOSLOVAK GOVERNMENT WHICH WE, BELIEVE, IS RELAYING 
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SHIP' S INTENDED CALLS TO US AS FAST AS POSSIBLE. 
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3. EMBASSY STRONGLY URGES DEPARTMENT RECONSIDER 
DECISION IN THIS CASE. GIVEN SHORTNESS OF TIME, 

PLEASE NOTIFY CZECHOSLOVAK EMBASSY WASHINGTON OF 
DECISION, WITH INFO CABLE TO US. 

4. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE, IN ANY EVENT, THAT 
MAINTENANCE OF LONGER ADVANCE NOTICE FOR CZECHOSLOVAK 
SHIP CALLS THAN FOR SHIPS OF OTHER EAST EUROPEAN 
COMMUNIST STATES DOES NOT SEEM WARRANTED AND DOES 
NOT PROVIDE NEGOTIABLE ISSUE, GIVEN LACK OF ANY 
POSSIBLE QUID PRO QUO IN CASE OF THIS LANDLOCKED 
NATION. 

SHERER 
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